
MINUTES 
KIWANIS YOUNG CHILDREN’S COUNCIL 

OF PIMA COUNTY 
MEETING NOVEMBER 18, 2015 

  
            This YCC meeting was called to order at 0835 by Chairman  Jack 
Hamilton.  There were 10 in attendance. The October minutes were 
reviewed and approved. 
            Jeff Dozoretz from Child and Family Resources reported for Pima 
County Parenting Coalition they will be participating in a December 4th 
strategic initiatives retreat to refine goals and strategies around their mission 
to enhance the awareness, acceptance, and effectiveness of parenting 
services in Pima County. 
For Child and Family Resources, Jeff reported on their hosting a November 
18th donor reception to thank those who have supported their work in the 
community.  Otherwise, thankfully, it is business as usual. 
            Barbara LaWall, Pima County Attorney told us of growing up in 
Tucson, and working in various legal activities before being elected as Pima 
County Attorney in the late 1990’s.  They have made many improvements in 
legal procedures that improve the experience of children, when they are 
either victims, or delinquent.  When a child is required to testify they now 
have the assistance of a courtroom dog.  Russell, a golden retriever, or Blake 
a Black Labrador are effective in making this experience easier.  Soon after 
Barbara became County Attorney, she established the Children’s Advocacy 
Center in order to provide a one stop service to all juveniles accused of 
crimes, or victims of crimes.  Another effort of the Attorney’s office is the 
“Safe Baby Pick Up”, where Tucson hospitals, and other care agencies agree 
to take a new born given up by mother, and take care of it without harm to 
the mother.  This requires continuous marketing efforts for every generation 
of new mothers. She is also enthusiastic about the success of various 
Community Justice Boards, where 1st and 2nd youth offenders who admit 
their crimes, write apology letters, and make restitution, can be cleared of 
their transgressions. 
Their 88Crime anonymous phone tip line also works on bullying in schools.  
They can use adult volunteers. Their office has also provided prosecutors for 
55 schools, to meet twice a month with school staff’s, and identify who is 
involved in bullying, and help prevent retaliation. 
            Mary Harvey from Team First Book told us that there are 500,000 
kids’ books in a Tucson warehouse that need volunteers to sort, pack, label, 
and help distribute these books from December 7-11, 2015.  Sign up at 



www.firstbook.org/Volunteer. 
            Jill LaBrie from Court Appointed Special Advocates told us that 
November is adoption month, and that they were able to adopt 82 juveniles.  
They have also obtained a grant of $35,000 to help them recruit new 
advocates. 
            Dave Greene from Big Brothers/Big Sisters told us their 
100men/100days recruiting effort ends December 5th.  They have over 100 
new applicants with ½ being men.  In October they made 27 new matches.  
            Irene Rojas from Pasadera told us that Shaundra Higgins has taken a 
new position with Pasadera in “Partnership for Success”. A recent Chili 
Cookoff in their Amada facility attracted 600 people.  Very successful.  
Their “Be Free Pima” youth effort needs 3 more teens to join their team.  
They will next meet at the main library at 5:30pm on Tuesday 11/24. 
            Stan Levine from Mental Health Outreach reported he is on the 
Advisory Board for Cenpatico (the new state mental health agency).  He has 
determined that youth mental health services must include more than direct 
clinical services, and that other programs are important.  
  
            John Dunshee from Kiwanis Club of Tucson reported a net profit of 
around $2000 from a recent beer tasting fundraiser.  They still meet at noon 
at the Viscount Suite Hotel on Thursday. They will ring bells for the 
Salvation Army, Saturday, December 12th. 
  
            Jack Hamilton from Kiwanis De Amigos told us of their rummage 
sale this Saturday at the Northwest Costco.  They are also shopping with 25 
kids from Nash Elementary School, on December 12th, for presents for their 
families.  Then the kids get  a gift from Kiwanis.  
  
            This Council will next meet on Wednesday, December 9, 2015, at 
0830, at Child and Family Resources, 2800 E. Broadway. 
  
John Dunshee: Secretary	  


